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A N 


ANSWER 


TV THE 


Late King FAMES 's Declaration 


1V ALL HIS 


Pretended SUBJECTS, vc. 


SALE HE N one reflects upon the conti- 
LEI E nued Condutt of the Late KingFames 
MY/= both before and after his Acceſſion 

NE to the Crown, and the diſmal Con- 

2 ſequences thereof to theſe Three 
PISA Kingdoms, and at laſt to himſelf, I 
AMON cannot but regret the Fate of thoſe 
Princes, that abandon their true Intereſt, Reaſon, 
Conſcience and Honour, to Feſaztick Councils, and 
enſlave themſelves to a Party, juſtly abominated by 
the better part of the Romiſh Church it ſelf, for their 
groſs Encroachments upon Religion, Morality, - all 
tnat s 
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that's Sacred among men. When [I look back to the 
many Tragedics acted by that Fraternity, both in this, 
and the laſt Ape, ſcarce a Kingdom or State in Europe, 
where their Villanies have not come up to the utmoſt 
reach of depraved Nature : When I call to mind the 
Horrid Defolations, Murders and Wars, they have been 
inſtrumental of, in the moſt remote parts of the 
World ; witneſs ſome Millions of Souis in Fap., and 
other parts of A/a, facrifie'd not many Years ago, to 
their Ambition and Intrigues, under the Notion of 
propagating the Catholick Faith ; I fay, when I con- 
Hider all theſe things, I am the leſs ſurprized with the 
diſmal Efte&s of their Counci!s in England, ſince the 
ſame Fate attends tltem every where. But Imult con- 
fels, That among all the Martyrs to ZLoyola's Princi- 
ples, there 1s none more juſtly claims our Compaſlion, 
than tne Late King Fames. To ſee a Prince, naturally 
of no bad Temper, impoſed upon by theſe zealous 
Bigots, to trample upon the Religion and Liberties of 
His People, contrary to- Fundamental Laws, and the 
moſt ſolemn Promiſes and Oaths, under tie talfe Mas 
of Piety and Zeal to the Catholick Faith, and at length 
to find him feduc'd to abandon His Kingdoms, and 
thereby an abſolute neceſiity put upon the Repreſen- 
tatives of the People, to ill up His Throne, vacated 
by His own Faulr, isa Subject that naturally diſplays 
the vanity of human Greatneſs. And I may add, 
That the unaccountable Doctrine of Paſſrve Obedience, 
as it was the Source of a great many Miſchiets among 
our ſelves, ſo what has befallen that King, may be 
partly imputed to it ; for the believing, That without 
controul he might do what he pleas'd, encourag'd him 
to take ſuch meaſures as have brought upon him ” 
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his Misfortunes, I cannot but at the fame time repre- 
ſent to my ſelf, with that cmotion of mind the af- 
frighted Paſſenger looks back upon the devouring 
Billow's he has lately eſcap'd, thediſmal Scene of Ruin 
that ſo lately threatned us, and that Abyſs of Mitery 
we had certainly been plung'd into e're now, if his 
preſent Majelly had not opportunely delivered us from 
the very Jaws of Death and Ruin. 

That any of the Proteſtant Perſwafion at home, 
ſhould be found Repiners at this mighty Deliverance,is 
10 my humble opinion, an unaccountable piece of In- 
gratitude and Weakneſs at once ; When all the Re- 
formed States abroad, look upon this great Revolution 
in Brittain, as the moſt happy Providence that has ap- 
pear'd on the Theatre of Europe this Century of Years. 
The late mighty Enterprize of His Majeſty, was the 
Reſult of the united Conſultations of all the Foreign 
Proteſtant States and Princes in this part of Chrzften- 
dom ; who ſetled upon it, as the laſt Caſt of the Dye, 
tor their Religion and Liberty ; and with a trembling 
Expectation, mace Vous to Almighty God, for the 
Succeſs of an Attempt, they wiſely foreſaw, carried: 
in its Womb, the Fate not only of theſe Three King- - 
doms, but of all the Reformed Churches of Europe. 
| When Heaven had ſmil'd upon this ſtupendious 
Attempt, and had beyond the uſual Tract of Provi- 
dence, vouchſafed us a Deliverance ſcarce equal'd in 
the Records of Time, Who would have imagin'd that 
England ſhould produce ſuch a fort of Monſters, as feem 
to be in love with Slavery and Ruin, the neceſlary 
Conſequences of their Folly? And that there are ſuch a 
fort of Men, we have a plain Demonſtration in thefe 
unhappy Wretches that have fo induſtriouſly diſpers'd 

B 2 through 
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through this great City, that Paper called, King 
Tames FT is Declaration to all Pis Loving 
SUbLjects in the Kingdom of England. A Paper, 
I could have w ſha tor King Famess cwn Honour had 
been Euried in Eternal Oblivien. firice it contains a 
| heap of Falſities, that was below a Prince to affirm, 
and which are known to be ſo, by no fewer than the 
people of Three Kingdoms. In giving my Reflections 
upon this Declaration, the Reſpect due to one that 
was latcly a Crowned Head, with ſome other juſt 
motives, obliges me to do it with more referveuneſs 
than perhaps ſuch a Paper deſerves; and inficad of 
a needleſs expoſing a Prince, that lias His Honour too 
much ſurk already, in the eyes of all Europe, T ſhall 
with all the Calmneſs and Candor poſſible, examine 
the Declaration it felf, without Reflections upon the 
Prince whoſe it is; and thail rot omit one ſingle Ser- 
tence in it, that can be interpreted even by Himfclf, 
oi any Conſequence. 


Thus His Declaration begins. Sttho the many 


Calummies and difmal Stozies. by which 
Dur Enemies Vv6ve envee vourcd to revier Us 
and Our Gevernment cdious to the Wold, 
do now a@ppeer {6 38ve veen advanced by them, 
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they reduce Our Kingdoms.to, It ſeems King 
FAMES continues in His wonted road , of ta- 
king wrong meaſures both of Perſons and Actions, 
which has been the occaſion of all His Misfortunes. 
When he talks of his Enemies, that have rendred him 
and his Government odious to the World, He miſtakes 
himſelf, it he means thoſe Worthy Patriots, that be- 
ing weary of his. inſupportable Incroachments upon 
the Religious and Civil Liberties of theſe Nations, 
did lend a hand, to deliver themſelves and Fellow- 
ſubjeQs from a Ruine that ſeem'd almoſt inevitable. 
But if He had been ar the pains to make an impartial 
| Survey of his own Actings, and the pernicious Coun- 
ſels of # ſort of Men about him, He might eaſily come 
to know, That His only and real Enemies were thoſe 
Popiſh Emiſlaries, that valued not how much His Ho- 
nour ſuffer*d, nor His Crown were indanger'd, if fo 
be they might bring about their own hidden Deſigns ; 
and were willing to ſacrifice both Him, and His Inte- 
reſts, to their own by-ends Never Prince was ſo un- 
happy in His Cabinet-Councel as He; and that falſe 
light which led Him to imploy none about Him, with 
any intimacy of confidence, but thoie of His own Per- 
ſnafion, prov'd an Z2n7s jatzns, that cheated Him in- 
to Paths never trod by any of His Preaeceflors, but 
to their de{tiruQtion. It He had been ſo happy, as ro 
have. continued io His moſt Secret Councels a great 
many Perſons of the Reform'd Religion, whom He 
kept at a diſtance, though to amuſe the Nation He 
allowed them the empty Names of Privy Councel- 
lors; He had notbrought three Kkingdoins to the brink - 
of Ruine, nor upon Hiinſelf fo hard a fate. Yet I 
muſt acknowledge ijome part of the obligation we 

have 
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have to theſe Gentlemen , that of late had the ſole 
conduct of King FAM FS His Affairs ; For in gt 
ving Him ſuch Counſels as His greateſt Enemies could 
have will'd Him, they prov'd the occaſion of our be- 
ing at this day happy under the Auſpicious Reign of 
Their Majeſties, being Princes of the fame Religion 
and Intereſts with Their People ; And we may Jafily 
ſay, as Themiſtocles of old , We had ied 
riſhd, if we had nat periſÞd. How little 15 Ring - Ei 
oblig'd to His Secretary tat pennd this Declaration, 
ſince he ſo foolſhly rakes up the Remembrance of 
choſe things that made Him and His Government 
odious to the World, by the names of Calumnies and 
Stories, Which it was ſo much his Maſter's Intereſt 
to bury | in filence ? Good God ! Were the late pal- 
pable and bareltacd Incroachments upon the Funda- 
mental Lav's of the Nation, but Calumnies > Were 
the open Violations of Solemn Oaths , Promiſes and 
Ingagements, but Stories? Does King F AMES, or 
His French and 1riſþ CouncelJors imagine, that we have 
ſo ſoon forgot His Promiſes made in Council not many 
hours after His Brother's Death, and his conſpicuous 
Breaches of them not many months thereafter? Can we 
allow onr ſelves to forget, that all the Truſts both in 
Court, Bench,and the Army, were fill'd up with theſe very 
Men, whom Reiterated Laws had rendred incapable 
of them 2 Was a Perſer's fitting at the Council-board, 
whoſe very being found in E:g/and was death by the 
Law, but a mere Calumny? Can a few months be able 
to obliterate the Memory of that Afﬀair of Magdalen 
Colledge, one of the moſt open Invaſions of Property 
thit could be? Have we loſt the Remembrance of 
thar lilegal Ecclefraſtical Conrt, and the Tyrannick 
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Judgments paſt therein > Have we not ſeen a Re- 
verend- Prelate ſuſpended frem his FunRion , mere- 
ly becauſe he would not do what he could not, 
that is, for rot condemning a man unheard 2? 
Have not we ſeen Seven of the Spirizzal Peers of 
England, ſent Priſoners to the Tower, and brought 
as Criminals to- the Bar, for barely repreſenting the 
Reaſons, Why they could not obey an Arbitrary 
Command , contrary to their Conſcience? Both Eng- 
land, and our Neighbouring Nation have too many 
Reaſons, to remember the Late King James's afſu- 
ming to himſelf an Arbitrary and Deſpotick Power , 
not only to diſpence with Laws, and the firmeſt Cons 
ſtitutions, but to act diametrically oppoſite to them, 
Can King James's Oratory perſuade us, That the 
continuing to Levy the Cuſtems and additicnal Ex: 
ciſe, (which had been only granted during the Late 
King Charles's Life ) before the Parliament could 
meet to. renew this Grant, was but a Calumny ? 
Was the ſtrange Eſtay of Mahbometan Government”, 
acted at Taunton and Lyme; and the no leſs ſtrange 
Proceedings of that Bloody: Chief Juſtice, in his We- 
ſtern Circuit , ( juſtly term'd his Campaign, for: it 
was an opcn Hoſtility to all Law ) for which, and 
the like Services, he had the reward of the Great Seal, 
were they all but Stories? We have too good Reaſon 
rot to forget the many Violences committed by the 
Soldiers of a ſtanding Army in moſt Parts of England 
and Scotland, which are the moſt ſevere and inſuppor- 
table Invaſions of Property. 

Theſe, and ſuch like, with a great. many more, 
were the things that render'd King Fames's Govern= 
ment juſtly Qdzous 70. the Brittiſh World, and made 


theſe. 
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theſe three Kingdoms groan after Liberty. If ſo 
grave and Tragick a Subje&t, coutd allow it, I could 
be almoſt tempted to laugh at that Expreſſion 1n 
the Declaration, of his Enemies not daring to at- 
tempt the proving theſe Charges to the World; 
which is all one, as if a Man in the ſevereſt fit of 
the Gout, ſhould be defu'd to prove that he 1s ſo, 
when the Senſe of the Pain proves too fad a remem- 
brancer of his Diftemper. And indeed, this part of 
King Fames's Declaration merits no other anſwer, than 
that of the Philoſopher, to him who denid motion, 
When making a ſtep up and down the Room, he 
vouchſated him no other Refutation of his Ridicu- 
ious Aflertion, than theſe two words, hicue Motus 2? 
In fine, It will be equally impoſſible to perſuade 
the World, that theſe Actions, that renderd King 
James's Government Odious to the World, were 
but Calumnies and Stories, as to perſuade .a Man 
upon the Rack, that he fecls no pain. How un- 
luckily have the Penners of this Declaration, ſtum- 


bled upon that Expreſſion, of His Enemies not 
caring what Slavery they reduce the King- 


doms to? Qris tulerit Gracchos > That King Fames 


had in a great meaſure, enſlav'd theſe Nations, and 
was upon the Ripening his deſigns, in Conjundtion 


with Lewis the 14th, to teach us a French kind of 


Subjetion, has appeard in legible Charaers, by 
the whole Scheme of his Adings: But, fince his 
preſent Majeſties Acceſſion to the Throne, there is 
not the leaſt footſtep of Slavery left us; we are 
bleſt with a King that takes the Advice of his 
Parliament, and owns no diſtin Intereſt from that 
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pery and Slavery, has. ventur'd his AU, and who 
by his Conduct at. home, and his Allies abroad, 
is capable to render -us happy, if our own Diviſions 
and Folly do not precipitate us into an inevitable 
and unpitied Ruin. 


.In the next place, King "Wm tells us, That 
ſince his Arrival in Ircland, the Defence 
of His 3220teſtant Subjects (as he calls them J 
their Religion , Pziviledges and. P2oper- 
ties, 1s eſpectally his Care , with the Re- 
covery of- his oxon Utghts: And to this 


end, he has p:eferr'd ſuch of them, of woo 


Loyalty and Ion He 1s ſatisfied, - 
places both- of 'the Higheſt Yonour Bo. 


Truft. about His Pelon, as well as tn his 
Army. The reading of theſe Lines, puts me in 
mind of the Parallel. fo exactly obſery'd betwixt 
the French King, and King James, in all their 
Condudtt, and particularly in both their way of 


aſſerting the calm Methods usd by them to- 
wards their Proteſtant Subje&ts. When that Com- 
mon Enemy of the Chriſtian Part of Europe (as the 


preſent Pope was pleafed to call him) had out- 


"9 all the Nero's, and Julian's of old, in the 
art of Perſecution , and had render d himſelf abo- 
minated to the Wor Id, by the Cruelties com- 
mitted by his Dragoon Miſlioners upon thoſe very 


People that had done him the. beſt Offices , 
_ and gui rg the Crown upon his Head in his 


Minority ; yet at - the very fame time, Lewzs 
the 14th, and his Miniſters, have had the Impu- 


dence to affirm , "That no other Methods were 
C usd 
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usd to convert theſe poor Victims, but thoſe 
of fair Perſuaſion and Calmneſs. Juſt ſo King 
James , that he may follow as near his Copy as 
Poſſible, having fince his Arrival in Tre/and, 
abandoned the Proteſtants of that Country to 
the mercilels Rage of an Enemy irreconcuable , 
irom both a Principle of Religion and Civil Inter- 
eſt, who within his View have laid defolate 
whole Counties, and acted Barbarities proper 
only to themſelves, and their Frexch Confede- 
rates; and by which they have forcd away 
a great many Thouſands from their Country, 
at the point. of Starving, having favd nothing 
of their Fortunes from ſo univerſal a Calamity. 
Yet, - notwithſtanding ail this appears in the 
Face of the Sun, King James, that he may not 
come ſhort of his Patron , boldly affirms, That 


the Religion , Priviledges and Properties of his 


Proteſtant Subjects ( as he names them }- are. his 
eniefeſt Care over. and above. What a groſs Qon- 
tradifticn 15 it to common Senſe and Reaſon, 
that a Prince bigotted to the Romiſh Religion, and 
enſfav'd to Jeſuitick Councils, ſhould make that 
Religion, which in Þis Opinion, is an execrable 
Feereſy, become his equa! Care, with whet he calls 
the Recovery of his Right > Sure | am, in this Ex- 
prefiion he has mightily overated his part, and 
nothing but a beliet capable to receive Tranſab- 
ſtautiaticn, can be periuaded of the fair meaning 
of it. If the Propoſition eould poſſibly admit 
of a favourable Conſtruction, then ir muſt 
neceſfarily follow, That ing Fames is of a- 
nother Communion than that of Aowe, which 

were 


were 
in 
My ti 
oblipet 
ticks, 
have C 
Caint | 
and ir 
be falls 
amzs 1 
meaning 
by the 
would h 
len be 
ſilent 
Pi0N, II} 
the Ordi 
felf, We 
ted with 
Wards th 
fervent ; 
What has 
019 have 
the Chari 
j ers fin 
lat of al 
000 the Th 
mating 
DW When 
Ve refers 


thoſe 
King 
Py as 
eland, 
ry to 
able, 
Inter. 
elolate 
proper 
niede- 
away 
untry, 
thing 
jamity, 
in the 
ay not 
5, That 
of his 
are. his 
{5 Cot 
eaſon:, 
on, and 
ke that 
execrable 
he calls 
this Ex- 
art, and 
Tra 
meaning 
ly admit 
it mull 
s of # 


e which 


welt 


Late K: James's Declaration. 1x 


were a great injury done him to ſuppoſe, fee- 
ing he | has given us ſuch convincing . Proofs 
to the contrary : For every Roman Catholick is 
obliged to look upon the Proteſtants as Zere- 
ticks , and their Religion as Zereſy ; and we 

have once every year the 7maginary Succeſſor of 
Saint Peter, formally Curſing us . in Perſon ; 

and from his plenary Power, declaring us to 
be fallen from all our Civil Riphts, It King 
Fames had faid , The Proteſtants are his Care, 
meaning the Converſion of them to his Religion 
by the calm methods of a Dragoon Miſſion , he 
would have found no great. difliculty to have 
been believ'd. But to. afhrm that, That pe- 
ſtilent Nozthern Yereſie, the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, Was His care, is, indeed a ſtretch beyond 


the ordinary pitch ot Jeſuitick Equivocation it 


ſelf, We have had occaſion enough to be acquain- 


ted with the Charity of the Church of Rowe, to- 


wards thoſe of our Religion ; It has been both 


fervent and burning : And leſt we ſhould forget 


what has been done in former Ages, France and 
Savoy have of late ſet before us new inſtances of 
the Charity of that' Qhurch, No doubt King 
James's ſincerity in this aſſertion, 18 the ſame with 
that of all his Promiſes: And, albeit when he was 
upon the Throne, we were told in ſome of his Pro- 
clamations, . That we. were bound to obey without 


reſerve ; it's hardſhip upon hardſhip to fb oblig'd, 
out reſerve, 


now when he is juſtly Abdicated, to believe with: 
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But, that we may the eaſier . be perſuaded of 
King Famess care of the Proteſtants of Jreland, 
ana their Properties, let us take a ſhort glance 
of the great fayours he has beſtowed on them, 
fince his Arrival there. One would think, that 
a Man's Eftate, his 7 louſe, Furniture, his Arms, 
Money Chattels, and the like, were included un- 
der the word Pzoperty : King Fames his care 
has been ſo tranſcendently great of this fort 
of Property, that there are at this day, in 
England and the Neigheouring Nations , Noble- 
men, Gentlemen, Clergy, Merchants, and Trades- 
men, whoſe Eſtates, feiz'd upon by Ring Fames's 
Order, amounts to more than Four Millions of 
Pounds Sterling: If any doubt the Truth of 
this, I refer them to the Liſt and Account, 
taken of the 7rifþ Proteſtants by the Commil- 
ſioners appointed by the King for that effect. 
Neither is there, at preſent, one ſingle Proteſtant 
within that Kingdom, that can rationally affure 
himſelf of one moments poſleſſion of what the 
| Barbarous -7riſh has left them yet undeſtroyed. 
Who 'knows not , That upon weighty Reafons, 
the Wiſdom of the Kings of England thought it 


very dangerous to trutt the Natives of Jreland 


with Arms, knowing from many funeſt Expe- 
riences, they were a People impatient of the 
 Emliſh Toake, and ready to accept all occafions 
' to throw. it off, But: King Fames treads quite 
another - Path; inſtead of dif-arming theſe his 
darling Wild Iriſh , they are the only People 
he can truſt , as knowing their furious Zeal to 
His Religion, and their Hereditary hatred » 
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the ' Engliſh Nation , renders them fit Inſtru- 
ments, to execute the Detigns concerted betwixt 
Him , and his Intimate Alte, the French King: 
And, which, to capacitate them the better to 
effeftuate, he has wiſely dif-armed hbefore- 
hand, the whole Proteſtants of that Kingdom, 
and prepared them ready Victims for their 
Bloody Enemies, when ever 1t ſhall be time 
to give the Blow. I confeſs, © requires the 
oreateſt ſtock of patience, to hear one boldly 
affirm his Care of my Life, and at the fame 
time to ſee him give me up, bound and de- 
fenceleſs, into the Hands of my cruel and mortal 
Enemies. 

There is another tranſcendent Inſtance of 


King F A M F S's Care of the Pzoteſtants 
in ir:12nd, thetr UH2lgtion , and P2operty, 
which merits to be engraven 1n Corinthian Brais, 


to Poſterity. All that are in the jcaſt acquainted 
with the Laws and Aiﬀairs of that Kingdom, 
know, That the Ad of Settlement is the great Se- 


curity of the Proteſtants, their Re!.gion, and Pro- 


perties, and the Fundamental Right chey have to 
their Eſtates, conquerd from the Rebeilious 7ri/h, 
at the expence of their Blood and Treaiure. 


By this 4, rhe /aſting Landmarks are fixt among 
the Proteftants themfielves, and between them 
and the Natives, This 1s indeed the Magna Char- 
fa of the Proteſtants of 7reland, and the true 
Bajis of their Liberties and Properties ; upon the 
taking away of which , the Superſtrufure muſt 
rumble ro the ground. Now King FAMES's 
Care of the Proteſtants is ot ſo high a nature, that 


vg! 
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in His firſt Speech to His Mock-Parliament, con- 
ſiſting all of Papiſts ( except about Five or 
Six ) May 7. he aflures them, Ze would conſent 
to the enatting ſuch Law: as waht relieve them 
of the Act of Settlement. And /ſay 10. we find 
it moved in the Houſe, That «att; 42 could be more 
advantagenus to the K Ng aid Ceuntrey . than to 


deltroy the horrid barbarous 4 of Settlement : 
| 4 5 


and whoſoever ſhall alledsg the c:trary, ſhall be 
deem'd an Enemy to both. Thereaiter we find it 
mov'd by one of the Worthy Members of that Par- 
liament, That the Adt of Settlement ſhould be pub- 
lickly burnt by the Common Hanzman. Behold the 
tranſcendent Care of King F 4A ME S tor the 
Priviledges and Properties of the Proteitants of 
Treland! His accuſtomed Zeal obliges him at the 
firſt meeting of His Packt-ap Poprſh Parliament, 
to put them in mind of rhe beſt methods to 
Repeal the Creat Security of the Proteſtants 


Eftates. His imvatience to have this done, could 


not ſtay till it had been propos'd by any of the 
Members themſelves: He muſt needs demonſtrate 
his tenderneſs to his belov'd Triſh, by leading them 
the way how to break oft the Eng/iſh Yoak, and 
make an inroad upon thoſe Properties the Prote- 
ſants had acquired at. the expence of their Blood. 
As I intimated before, it was ever the Maxim 
of Exgliſh Policy, to bridle in the unwearied 
Attemprs of the 1r:/h, for regaining their Coun- 
trey , by a good ſtanding Army in that King- 
dom, conſiſting of Proteſtants: But here we have 
another Teſtimony of King F AMHES's Care 
of the Proteſtants, in His turning out of all Pla- 
1 Ces 


tad Mil 
(0 Meet 
Perfuaſy 
Clat al 
ally 2c 
t atom 
His the 
His Pow 
la Ly 
find no 
Ld Li 


COn- 
> Of 
went 
tnem 
ind 
more 
1 to 
ent : 
i be 
d it 
Par- 
» pub- 
] the 
Ir the 
nts of 
at the 
ment, 
00s t0 
teſtants 
, could 
of the 
ſtrate 
p them 
ik, and 


Prote- = 


Blood- 

Maxim 
wearied 
r Cour 
18 King 
ve have 
's (are 
all Pla- 

(Wok) 


Late K, James's Declaration, 1s 


ces in the Army , thoſe of that Perſuaſion, to 
make room tor others of his own Religion. It 
was the Policy of all Nations to kcep the People 
they had corquerd. in as great ignorance of the 
Art of War, as pci:ble, Jeſt ſometime or other 
they might ſhake ©; their Yoke, by a vigorous 
Rebellion, But Fing F AMES inclind to 
take other meainre:, and beat the greateſt pains 
to teach an indec;/2 Narion the uſe of Arms, that 
they might learn 1 duc time to ſhake off the Fn- 
o/7/p Government. 


As to the other part of the above-mention-= 
ed Aſkrtion, THat He Had advanced ſeveral 
of the P2oteſtants 11 lreland, fo Places 
both of the Higheſt Bonour and Truft 
about His Perlon , as well as in Þrs 
Army. 


To paſs a juſt judgment upon this Aſſertion, 


we need only conlider What ſort of Pcrfons are 


at preſent about King F4MES both in Civil 
aud Military C apacitie;, and we ſhall find it hard 
to meet with one fingle Perſon of the Proteſtant 


Perſuaſion in the number. I could heartily wiſh, 


that all King FAM ES His Actions cculd as 
eaſily admit an excule as this ; For the Authori- 
ty aſlum'd upon Him by Monfreur d Avaux, and 
His other French Guardians, puts it almoſt beyond 
His Power to employ Freliſh Roman Cathclicks, far 
tels Englith Proteſtants. At the Council-beard we 
find none of the Prot:itants. The Offices of 
Lerd Lieutenant, Chancellor, Priuy Seal, Secretary 


c/ 
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of State, Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, Lord 
Chief Juſtice, Solliciter General, Atrorney General , 
and all the Places of the Long Robe, are enjoyd 
by Roman Catholicks. As to Muitary Capacities, 
there 1s not one fingle Garifen, Fort, nor Caſtle 
within the whole Kingdom , except London-derry 
and Tyishilling , but are fil} d up with both Popiſh 
Governors, Officers and Soldiers. In the Army, 
4il the Eicld Officers are either French, or Native 
Triſh oi the fame Religion : Yea , the Prench's 
abſoiutencſs both at the Council-board and: the 
Army, has of late given the greatett Jealouſie and 
Diſcontent to ſome that have done Ring FAMES 
the beſt ſervice. | 


In the end of this firſt Paragraph we are 
told, That King F 4 MES, by granting Þis 
Ropal Pzotectton to ſuch , whole minds 
were ſhaken by the Arts of Vis Rebelliqus 
Subjects, has diſpell'd their Appzehenſtons, 
and effectually ſecurd them againft the At- 
tempts even of their p2ivate Enemies, 
And then adds, DIS ears Have b@n always 
oven to therr juſt Complaints : And fo far 
has Yis Royal Mercy been ertented to 
thoſe that were in Arms againft Him , 
that He has actually pardon'd ſeveral Hun- 
deds of them , and moſt notoztous Crimt- 
nals are kept in an eaſte Confinement, ln 
rcading this Period, I find King FAMES would 
-1mpoſe upon our Belief and Senſes ſomething as 
much contradictory to it ſelf, as 7ranſub/tantiation : 
and the one as hard to be digeſted as the other. 
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The Church of Rome tells us magiſterially, That al 
beit our Seeing, Feeling, Smelling, and Taſte, com- 
bine together, to aſſure us, that the Bread and Wine is 
really ſuch, yet we mult not give credit to theſe jal- 
lible Senſes of ours ; but take it upon truſt, from the 
Church, That what our Senſes tell us to be Bread 
and Wine, is quite another thing ; and that there is 
nothing there left of any ſuch Elements, after once the 
Prieſt has mumbled over the three Words. Thus, 
King James, having long accuſtomed himſelf to an 
Artttrary Power over our Perſons and Properties, when 
King; He cannot refrain from venturing an Effay of 
it upon our Reaſon and Senſes, even when he is laid 
afide: For, albeit our Senſes are continually enter- 
tained with hundreds of Objects, that bear in upon 
our Reaſon, a certain Perſwaſion that the poor Pro- 
teſtants of Treland, are every day flying away from 


that Country, at any rate, to avoid the many Bar- 


barities exerciſed upon them ; and that that Kingdom 
is become the Scene of Miſery and Diſlolution; yet 
King James would have us wiſely lay aſide theſe mean 
helps of Senſe and Reaſon, and take it apon his bars 
Word, that there is no {uch thing; which I think very 
few will be inclinable to do. If what is afſerted upon 
this ſubject be true, and conſequently our Senſes an 
Reaſon fo ſtrangely beguiled, it neceſſarily behoves us 
to paſs no milder Judgment upon thoſe Noblemen, 
Biſhops, Gentlemen, and Perſons of all ranks, that 
have left their Country, ſince King Fames's arrival 
there, but that they are quite out of their Wits: For 
what better Name can be given to Perſons that have 
left rheir Country, Eſtates, and Employ ments, to be- 
come here the greateſt Objeits of Charity, when not 
only they might have been fate at hoine, but /ecured 


D 4; £4 7 / r:jt 
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againfF the attempts of their private Enemies 2 In 
this Word private Enemies, we are obliged to King 
Fames's Secretary (whether out of Ignorance, or De- 
ſign, I know not) tor a fairly infinuated diſtin&tion of 
the Proteſtants in Jreland, their private and publick 
Enemies. We know that all Roman Catholicks are 
tyed, by the dictates of their Church, to be Enemies 
to the Proteſtants; and to extirpate them, when it 
comes in their power: Ana this, as flowing from a 
publick intereſt of Religion, may juſtly be termed a 
publick Enmity: But the Natives of Jrelazd, over and 
above that publick quarrel of Religion, have a private 
one of Revenge, for recovering irom the Proteſtants 
their Lands acquired by the Sword; and no age has 
paſſed ſince the Conqueſt of 7reland, but what has 
afforded bloody proots of the revengetul Spirit of that 
People, upon this fcore. It free guarteriag, plundering, 
roboing, diſarming, ſeizing on FEjtates, impriſoning, 
murdering in cold Blood, and the like, be a fjecuring 
thefe poor Proteſtants againſt their private Enemies, 
they have no reaſon to complain of King James his 
Conduct: But, alas! to be ruin'd, and in the mean 
rime to ſee the Authors of it boldly ajhrm, that they 
do us all the Offices of Kindneſs, is the hardeſt of 
fates. I would fain know where are theſe hundreds 
that he has pardoned ; for thoſe that flee every day 
from that unhappy Countrey, cannot inſtance us a 
ſingle one of them : And for theſe thatare kept in fuch 
eahe confiaements, their condition, of all Men, is moſt 
deplorable, ſeeing they lie at the Mercy of an Enemy, 
that waits but for a favourable juncture, to Sacrifice 
them to their Revenge. What ſort of ſecuring, the 
Proteſtants of /re/and meet with, againſt their private 
Enemies; and what is the ordinary eftect of Proteftzons 
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given to theſe poor credulous People, will appear by 
this one inſtance, among thouſands of others, of a 
Protection given to a Farmer, in the County of An- 
trim, in theſe Words, / Richard Malin, Liewu- 
renant-General of his Majeſties Forces in Uiſter, &» 
hereby receive. tnto his Majeſtys Protedioa, the 
Body add Goods of James Hunter, of Bullymenach, 7 


the Connty of Antrim, Teoman; and do promiſe aud 


oblige my ſelf, that none of the Arn ſhall moleſt and 
hurt him, or take any thing from him. Given, &C. 
The poor protefted Man, thus noos'd, returns to his 
Houſe, and follows his labour ; but anon, down comes 
upon him the Rabble of the Army, like an inundation 


of Goths and Vandals; ſweep all before them, and 


leaves nothing behind them, but a ſtarving Family. 


The wretched Man RO his addreſs to Hamilton, 


receive this cold anſwer; / promiſed to protect you 


from the Army, but 1 have no power to reſtrain the 


Rabble. ' © | 
In the beginning of the ſecond Paragraph, we are 
told of the Care King James has iaken of the 
Tharch of England, that thep be not biſturbed Lt 
the ererciie of their Religion, and poſi: ſion of their 
B:nefices; and that all Bzoteſtant Diſſenters 2n- 
jop Liberty of their Conſciences, without the leaft 
moleſtation. And out of his Royal Care foz the 
ptolperitp of his iBeople (as he calls them) he yas 


tecommended to his Parliament, as the fir thing 


iecefſary to be diſpatched, to fetic ſuch a {eciirity 
and Liberty, both in Spiritual aid Temporal 
Matters, as may put an £ad to theſes Diviſions: 
which has been the ſource of all their Mileries ; 
being reſoived, as much as in him lieg, to cirrgil 


Laberty and Happineſs on his People fo far, as 
D 2 f9 
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to put it out of the power of his Succeſſors, to 
invade the one, ot infringe the other: A1d thts, he 
takes God to Witneſs, was always his deſign. 
The firſt part of this long period, 1s but a repetition 
of what had been formerly faid, in the firſt Paragraph, 
of- the Proteſtants, their Religion, Privileges, and Pro- 
pertics ceing his chief Care; and what truth, that can 
bear, we have ſhewed already. There 1s one thing, 
that I find King Fames was cver 1nclinable to value 
himſelf upon, and which he here Iikewiſe mentions; 
I mean, his tenderneſs to Proteſtant Diſſenters, and his 
Principle for Liberty of Corſcience. They are very 
thick ſighted, that could n-t diſcern what lay at the 
bottom of this Liberty, and what could be the true 
motive that ſhould have incuced one of King Fumes's 
Religion to do it? But becauſe he has been at the 
pains,ſo often, during his Reign,to aſſure us, That itwas 
his Opinion Conſcience ſhould not be conſtrained, nor 
People forced in Matters of Religion; and particularly 
in his Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, dated 
Auguſt q. 1687. Ti beg leave to ſay. That in this, 
King James is no obedient Son of the Church of Rome ; 
for it has, over, and over again, decreed the extir- 
pation of Fereticks: It encourages Princes to it, by 
the offer of the Pardon of their Sins: It threatens them 
to it, by denouncing to them not only the Judgments 
of God, but that which is often more ſenſible, rhe loſs 
of their Dominions. It's true, Be/larmize tells us, The 
Church does not always execute her power of depoſing 
Feretical Princes, though ſhe always retains it; and he 
gives a very good reaſon for it, becauſe ſhe is not at 
all times in a capacity to put it in Execution: So the 
very ſame Reaſon, might have made it unadviſeable 
to King James, when he was ſo liberal of his Tole- 
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rations, to-'extirpate Herefie, becauſe it could nov be'. 
then eaſily done:: But we fee the Right remains intire;? 
and is put in execution, in ſuch an-unrelenting manner,” 
in our neighbouring Countries, that it has: a very ill 
Grace, to.ſce any Member of that Church pretend to 
be againſt :conſtraining the Conſcience,” 19' point of Re-. 
Iigion: And when we confider, that neither the Po- 
licy and true [ntereſt of France; nor the greatneſs 'of 
their Monarch, could withſtand theſe bloody Coun- 
ſels, that are indecd parts of that Religion; I could 
never ſee any reaſori to induce us to believe, that the 
late Tolerations of Religion were . propoſed with any 
other defign, but - either to divide the Proteſtants 
among themſelves, or to lay them aſleep,. till it was 
time to give the alarm for deſtroying thein. And that, 
in the Opinion of raat Church, the Glory of extirpat- 
ng Hereſie, is valuedabove a!! other great Actions,.we 
have a remarkable inſtanc:. ;: that Jamous Harangue, 
made by the vgiſhop of Yalexce, to the French King, in 
the Name of the Conventon of the French Clergy at. 
St. Germane, in Jaze 168.4. where that Prelate having 
recounted the innamerable Converſions made by that 
Kings Or ders, Cares, ant Liberalities, to tiſe.hus very 
Words; he fſubſumes thus: Fe: bibs meme , que :ſe 
chercherois vainement dans les ſicoles paſſes, quel appel- 
lerois vainement a mon ſecours, touts les Joes des pri- 
miers, et des plus ſaints Emper etrs. It were, fays he, 
74 vain to ſearch into the Apes paſt; It were in waty to 
call to my aſſiſtance. all the Panegyricks of the: firſtand 
holieSt of the Emperours : And afterwards he treatshim 
with the Title of the Great Reſtorer of the Faith, and 
extirpator of Herefie ; and tells him, that theſe infi- 
witely ſurmount all his other glorious T, itles. And then, 


raning of his 'Mafters: great Victories in. Germany, 


Flanders, 
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Flanders, & and the Peace of Niietgnin, made upon 
the back-of them,' he. concludes.thus : That the Fruit, 

which: the King had received by that Peace, made it ful- 
ly apparent, what was: the priacipal end he aim d at, in 
his V aries: meaning , the Extirpation of Heretichs. 
The late: King Fames, has always copied ſo fair after 
Lowis le: Grand, That we have no Reaſon to queſtion, 
but in: this ſo glorious a work, of ext7rpating Herefie, 7: 
he wonld'have come up to the Original, if his Deſigns, 
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and-a.javourable FOR of time had concurr'd roge- beto 
ther. — 
When, he tells vs, That the fir thing he has tc- them, 
commended to bis Varkament, 19; to. ſettle ſuch a Yi 
SIccurity and Liberty, as may ptt at] end to theſe vital 
Alviſions, which have been tye ſource of all our = 
niſertes, I find [the greateſt Jn Face of Truth, in .-...M 
theſe :Words, if we but take them in; the ſence and | _(she 
meaning, of the Speaker, viz. a Reman Catholick Prince. _ 
For, albeit we all know,that the firſt thing recommen- ite p 
ded, by King James, tothis /-i/Þ Parliament, was, The With t 
repealing the At of Setlement ; Winch is, indeed, the dreds of 
oreat Charter, by which moſt of the Proteſtants en- rery 0) 
joy. their» Eftates:. And tho' the deſtroying that 44, an 
g\ves.2 wortal blow to the Proteſtant Intereſt in 7re- ther ms 
land ; yet, according to the native Principles of King of King 
James his Religion, the hg of this Ad of Setle- ben, 
ment, may w ll be calle |, The letitng a Decurtty, Home, 
that may put an endto their Diviſions, which has wobp 
been+the ſource of. ail cur Miſeries: That is to fay, lisPry, 
King Fames, from. a Principle of Religion, is reſolved to beſts 
to remove that Barrier, that proteds. the Proteſtants Ini ; 
of Trelaad, in their Separation from the Church of F- od 
Rome ; That by its removal, he may be in a capacity Sp 
conform to the Holy Ditutes of: that-Church, and nh 
bee the 
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the laudable Example of Zewis XIV. to put an end-to 


all'Diviſions 1n- point of Religion, by forcing them tb 
return to the Mother-Church, by the calr Methods of 


late, ſo happily uſed in France. " And this, I am very 
:nclinable to believe, he may, with a faie Conleiene, 
take God 10 Witneſs, F, WA5- always his Def 1419 iam forne- 
thing ſurprized to hear King James his Secretaries, POP 


cut their Maſter's fecrer Detiens, that were {o much lis 
Intereit to conceal; but the Truth 1s, we knew them 
before, to our Coſt; and we hope, arc on the way, to 


'be ſufficiently ſecured againdt any furt! er Eft of 
them. 


In the ed of this Paragraph, we are told, That (e- 
v:ral Brotectants, arenow: returned to their Conn- 


try and DYavitaitons 3 and that more Wwouid tol- 


low, if the Ports were open: But the Uſurpers, 
(as he pleaſes to call their prefent Majeities) kitbw too 


well the Sincerity of his intentions, £o'permit a 
free Baſſage for them. Thus, indeed, is all of a Piet 
with the reſt. Weare Witneſſes, every Day, of huyj- 
dreds of poor Proteſtants of that Country, gral }1NS - C- 


very Opportunity, they can at any rate pur chaſe, to. 


abandon their Home es, and all that's dear to them, that 
they may but eſcape with their Lives: And] defic any 
'of King Fames Ins Friends, to inftance- me: one ſingle 


Perſon . of any Condition, that have dared to return 
Home, ſince his Arrival in Ire! ind ; none of them be- 
ing ſo far in love with Deſtruction, as to: venture: on 
his Protection. In this Fpzther, King James 1s pleaſed 
to beſtow on the Majeſties, he imitates his Patron, 
Lours le Graad ; who, Þ confeſs, has the ' oreateſt Rea- 
ſon of Hatred againſt his Majeſty, as being the great 
Supporter of te Liberty of Europe ; and who, in con- 
junAion with his Allies, is beſt able to bring to Reafon 


that. 
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that inſuppor table Enemy ol C hriſtendom; yea, of Man- 
kind itſelf. It were an impertinent piece of .Boldneſs, 
or rather, unpardonable Impudence, to offer to vindj- 
cate their Majeſties from that injurious Deſignation ; 
ſince the Wiſdom and Power of the Parliament, 1s par- 
amount to all private aſſertions of their Majeſties juſt 
Right: And that the .moſt, if not all the Crowned 
Heads, and Soveraign Princes, and States of Europe, 
not only rank our preſent King, among the beſt and 
createſt Kings of Exgland ; but promiſe to themſelves, 
trom his Aſſiſtance, to bridle Louzs le Grand within 
his proper Boandaries. It was ever looked upon as a 
Principle of common Law ; That an Heir in Remain- 
der, has juſt Cauſe to fue him that is in Poſlefſion, if 
he makesWaſtes on the Inheritance that belongs to him 
in Reverſion. That the Heir of a Crown ſhould inter- 
poſe, when he ſees him that is in Poſſeſſion, hurried on 
by bad Counſels, to ſubject an independant Kingdom, 
toa Foreign Juriſdiction , is much more reaſonable, 
ſince the thing is of much more Importance ; and that 
this was King James his Caſe, is apparent, by the Tranſ- 
.aCtions of the Earl of Ca/t/emarn at the Court of Rome : 
and the rather, that by a great many Statutes, it was 
Treaſon to have.Correſpondence with that See : This 
joined to the ſerting up of a pretended Heir, in ſuch a 
manner, as the whole Kingdom believed him ſuppoſi- 
titious, wasa juſt and lawful Ground for one Sovereigy 
Prince (ſuch as his Majeſty was when Prince of Orange) 
to make War againſt another, that had fo abuſed his 
Power ; and*tis an unqueſtionable Maxim among Laws- 
yers, That the Succeſs of a juſt War, gives .a law- 
ful Title to that which is acquired in the Progreſs of it. 
Therefore, King James having fo. far ſunk in the War, 
that he both abandoned his People, and deferted the 
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Goverment, all his Right and ' Title to: the, Crown 


did thereupon accrue to his preſent Majeſty, in the 


. Right of Conqueſt : So that he might have lawiully 
| then aſſumed the Crown : Bat his preſent Majeſty 
| Choſe rather to leave the Matter to the determination 
_ of the Peers and Repreſentatives of the People; aſterg- 


bled with all Freedom'in the Convention, who- did 


thereupon deelare him King ; ſo that, tho' he was 


veſted with a juſt Title of Conqueſt, he choſe rather 
to receive the Crown by their Declaration, than to 
hold it in the Right of his $word. , This I thought fir 


. to fay, not ſo much for Confutation: of the 4njury 


done their Majeſtics in the above-mentioned Deſigna- 


tion, which needsnot my Pen ; but to ſtate their Right 


to the Crown in ſuch a Light, as may remoye need- 
leſs ſcruples of ſwearing Allegiance to them. 

| In the beginning of the third and laſt Parggraph, 
King Fames tells us, That nothing but his own Jn- 


Flinations to juſtice, could prevail with him to 
. fuch a Proceeding, as that ot His Care of his Pro- 


teſtant Subjects in Ireland ; and hopes his Prote- 


ftant Dubjects in England (as he calls them) will 
make a Judginent ot what they may erpect from 


him. Indeed, it is no difficult Matter, * to make a 
fudgment of what we may ;juſily expect from him, 
it ever Divine Judgment, as the Reward of our In- 


gratitude for ſo great a Deliverance, thould permit us 


to fall again under the heavy Yoke of a Popiſh Prince, 
whom we have fo juſtly and happily thrown off.. King 
James is of & Religion, that has, in a famous Council, 


decreed, That no Faith is to be kept wirh Heretichs ; 


much leſs with Subjes, that he looks upon; as fo 


'many Regels ; and will not miſsto treat them as ſuch, 


E whenever 
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whenever they give him the Opportunity of doing; tt. 
For his greateſt Admirers do notrun to that heighth of 
Idolatry, to imagine him ſo much Axge/, as not to 
take all Methods to revenge ſuch an Afront, and ſe- 
cure hunſelf at our Coſt, from ſuch Treatment for 
the future. The Apprehenfions of which Reſenrment, 
would ſtrike fuch Terror in Men's Minds, that no- 
thing would be capable to divert them from offering 
up 4/1, for an Atonement; and Popery and Slavery 
will be thought a good Bargain, if they can but fave 
their- Lives. Then we might lament our Miſeries, 
when it ſhould be out of our Power : to: help them ; 
for a Prince of Orange, is not always ready to reſcue 
us, with fo vaſt expence, and hazard of his Perſon. 
And 1 muſt ſay, if ever our Madneſs ſhould hurry us 
thus far, we ſhould become rather the Ot jets of 
q a0gnter, than of { Pity. 


Therefore, King James promiſes and declares,That 
WG. hall ever alter his Reſolutions co pur- 
ſue ſuch, and no other metyods, as by his ſaih 
Dubjccts in Parliament, ſhall be found pzoper 
for their common Securtiy, peace and Þappineſs. 
Such filly Bairs' as theſe, will not now take ; and here 
is a great deal of Pains loſt, to perſwade us ro- relic 
upon Promiſes, fo often made already, and as often 
broken. What Adjournments , Prorogations, and 
Diſlvlutions of Parliament, we have had of Jate, 15 
not eaſe to be forgotten. We have found, ro our 
{ad Experience, that the Intereſt of 'the Court, and 
that of the People, were two incompatible chings ; 
and to endeavour a Redreſs of the leaſt Grievance, 7» 
a Parliamentary way,was not ON] Y a vain Attempt, but 
a deſign, branded with the infamous Name of Difati/- 
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faftion to the Government. 1 need not be at the Pains 

to repeat all the Promiſes made by King James, of the 

{ſame Nature with this in his Declaration; and how 

well they were obſerved, we all know. Yet I cannot 

but take notice of oze, made in his firſt Speech to his 

Privy-Council, an hour -after his Brother's Death, 

printed by his own Command, 1n theſe Words: My 

ering Lords, befcre I enter on any other, Pf think fit to ſay 
very (omething t0 you, ſince it has pleaſed Almighty God to 
ave place me in this Station; and 1 m now to ſucceed to ſq 
ſeries, good and gracious a hing, as well as ſo very kind a Bro- 

hem ; ther, 1 think fit to declare fo you, That Twill endea- 
Th wour to follow his Example ; and moſt eſpecially, in 

erſon, that of his great Clemency and T7, engerneſs to his Peo- 

Ty vs tle. T have been reported to be a Mar for Arbitrary 
Q& of Power ; bat that 1s not the only thing, that has been 
ſaid of me: And I ſhall endeavour to preſerve this Ge- 

«That VErnment, both in Church and State, as it Is. now by 
' put: Law eſtabliſhed. TI know, the Principle of the Church 
is ſhi of England is for Monarchy, and the Members thererf 
have [hown themſelves good and loyal Subjetts; there- 

= fore I ſhall always rake care to defend and ſupport ir. 
pintls: I know the Laws of England are ſuficient to make the 
and here King as great a Monarch as I can wiſh: And as I ſhall 
ro relic never depart from the juft Rights and Prerogatives of 
a5 often the Crown, ſo I ſhatl never invade any Man's Property. 
N>, and He that can reconcile this Speech, with King James 
f late, 15 his aſter-AQings, is the fitteſt Perſon I know, to cx- 
, 10 Ou! plain the Popiſh Notion, of our Saviour's Body 'beirg 
qurt, a6 in a thouſand diſtinct Places at once. In theſe Fx- 
e (RING); preſſjons, he takes it very unkindly to have been re- 
ance, ported a Man tor Arbitrary Power, and promiſes a 
rempt,vul great many things, that are contradictory to it ; but 
if I : Er | how 

facto 
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how well he defer ved the. Charadter; all his Condutt 
las made it appear, ith a Witneſs, 
We : have one of the, moſt remarkable-inſtances of 
King 7 Fames's being @ againſt Arbitr ary Power,in his De- 
claration of the 12 th of February 168. for a Toleration 
in Scoiland ; where we find theſe new coin'd Words, 
thrice made uſe of, Our abſolute Power; with this 
addition; PÞich 1 our Subjects are to obey without 
Reſerve. Now A4ſolute, in its natural Signification, 
importing the being without all ties and reſtraints; 
then, the true meaning of this, ſeems to be, Fhat 
there is an inherent Power in the King, \ which can 
neither be reſtrained by Laws, Promiſes, nor Oaths; 
for nothing leſs, than being free from all theſe, renders 
a Power Abſolute. Though the Term Abſolute was 
enough to ſtretch our Allegiance ; yet that which 
comes after, is yet a ſtep of an higher Nature, tho' 
one can hardly imagine, what can go beyond Afo- 
lute Power ; and tis in theſe Words, Which af our 
Subjefts are to obey, without Reſerve. Thins 1s, 1n- 
deed, the carrying Obedience many degrees beyond 
what the Grand Seignior yet ever claimed ; for the 
moſt deſpotick Princes in the World, before Lewis le 
Grand's time, thought it enough to oblige their Sub- 
je&ts to ſubmit to their Power, and to bear whate- 
ver they thought fit to impoſe upon them : Bur, till 
the fatal Days of the Dragoon-Converſions, it was 
never ſo much as pretended; that Subjects were bound 
to obey their Princes, without Reſerve; and to be of 
his Religion, becauſe he would have it fo; the only 
convincing Argument uſed by theſe booted 4 poſtles 
of late. So, without doubt, this Qualification + the. 
Duty of Subjeds, was induſtriouſly put in here by 
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King James his Jefuitick Counſels , to prepare the 
prondlun of Srotland for a terrible Le Roy /& went, 
fince the poor Pretenſions of Conſcience, Honour, 
Religion, and Reaſon, would have been reckonded as 
Reſerves upon their Obedience; which were ail, by 
the Expreſlions, ſhut out. 

Before I leave this Paramount inſtance of King 
James's aſſuming to himſelt an 4-bi7rary Power, be- 
yond what the Great 7zrk claims, and contrary to 
his own reiterated promiſes, I muſt take notice of ano- 
ther very comprehenſive expreſſ 0x 1N that ſame Decla- 
ration for a Toleration in Scotland, and its this. He 
think fit to declare, That we will not ſuffer Violence to 
be offered to any Man's Conſcience, nor willwe uſe farce, 
or INVINCIBLE NECESSITY upon any Mas, 
on the account of his Perſwafton, nor the Proteſtant 
Religion. When | firſt read theſe Words, I caſily per- 
ceiv'd what caution was uſed in the choice of them : 
for it is clear, the general Words of FYiolence and 
Force, are to be explained and determined by theſe 
laſt, of INVINCIBLE NECESST]ITT: So that 
King James very wiſely promiſed only, to lay no in- 
vincible Neceſlity on his Subje&s; but for all Ne- 
ceſſities that: were not [avincible, they might expect 
to have felt a large ſhare of them: For Diſeraces, 
want of Imployment, Finings, Impriſonments, and 
even Death it ſelf, are all F:xcible things to a Man 
of a firmneſs of Mind; yea, the Violence of Tor ture, 
the Furies of Dragoons, and the Precedents uſed of 
late in France, might have been fairly included with- 
in this Promiſe, ſince a great and ſublime Sou], for- 
tified with an extraordinary meaſure of Grace, mightt 
be able to ſupport under them. 


Now. 
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Now, fince we have had ſo many experiences 
of King Tater s faithfulneſs to his Promiſes, betore 
he abandoned the Gov ernment, I pray, what Argu- 
ments has [te of late given us thathe will be more ob- 
ſerving of his Word, then | hitherto ke has been. Sure, 
the reducing Hereticks to the See of Rome, 1s no 
leſs Meritorious than before; nor King Times. by 
breathing a little of the French Air, and concert ing 
Meaſares With Lewis the Fourteenth, become lets 
Bigor. 

King Fames- concludes his Declaration with afſur- 
ng all iys pretended £pabſrects, That if, within 
tuwciity Days atter his apacaring {n perſon with- 
In England, they return to their DbeMNence, bp 
beſerttig 435 Encniies, and joining With him, 
he will 5x4nt ifhem Hig full pardon, aid all paſt 
miſcariages {hall be forgot. This merits no other 
Anſwer, but what has been already faid : Only this, 
he muſt have the wort Opinion of the frailty of Hu- 
mane Nature, that can be brought to believe, That 
any Man, not altogether diveſted of his Reaſon, can 
be prevailed with, to join King James, though he 
were 1n Enland, except he be of that Religion 
that obliges "him to afiſt a Prince, that ſets up ſo 
fairly tor the Glorious Title of the Exti pator of He-. 
reſte; and to venture all upon the uncertamty of 
ſeeing their Church Triumphant. And if there be 
any of the Proteſtant Peru aſton, fo ſtravgely infa- 
tuated, as but to wiſh his Return, I ſhall entertain 
them with no other Anſwer, but the recomending to 
them that place of Holy Writ, Preached upon betore 
the Houſe of Commons, of late, by an eminent 
Divine, Ezra 9. V.IJ, T4 And after all that is come 


PL, 
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pon us, for oar evil deeds, and for our great treſpaſi, 
ſeeing that thou our God haſt puniſhed us leſs than our 
Iniquities deſerve, and hat given us ſuch a Delive- 
rance as this: Should we apgaia break thy Command- 
ments, and joyu in affinity with the People of theſe 
abominations ; wouldſt not thou be angry with us, till 


thou had5t conſumed us, ſo that there ſhould be no 
remnant, nor eſcaping 3 


_ c_—— 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Vindication of the preſent great Re- 
volution in England; in five Letters 
palled betwixt James Welwood M. D. and 
Mr. John March, Vicar of Newcaſtle upon 
Tyne. Occafſtoned by a Sermon preached by 


him on Fan. 30. 168;. before the Mayor and 
Aldermen, for Paſſive Obedience and Non-Res 
ſeftance, The Second Edition. 


